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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Toyota (US Patent 6,450,692) in view of Hirano et al (JP 6-306383). 

Toyota discloses a deep groove ball bearing (see figs 1 and 2, Col 2 Line 55-Col 
3, line 9) bearing comprising martinsitic stainless steel bearing rings (1,2) with a steel 
cage (4) and is lubricated with a grease or oil, but does not disclose a viscosity of the 
lubricant. 

Hirano teaches use of a bearing grease having a base oil of synthetic ester and 
further comprising soap of polyurea having a base oil viscosity of 10-245 cSt at 40 
degrees Celcius to provide durability at high temperature and low oil separation, stop 
shearing and cause charring under shear to make leakage from the bearing difficult. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate a grease as taught by Hirano in the bearing of 
Toyota, the motivation would have been to provide a grease that provides high 
temperature durability with low oil separation to stop shearing and cause charring under 
shear to make leakage from the bearing difficult. 

The bearing made by the combination of Toyota and Hirano satisfies the 
intended use recited in the preamble of the claim. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed October 24, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant argues that the combination of Toyota and Hirano does 
not disclose the properties of a bearing that would satisfy the limitations of high 
temperature operation. 

In response to applicant's arguments, the recitation "high temperature 
emergency operation has not been given patentable weight because the recitation 
occurs in the preamble. A preamble is generally not accorded any patentable weight 
where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and 
where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for completeness but, 
instead, the process steps or structural limitations are able to stand alone. See In re 
Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 
88 USPQ 478, 481 (CC PA 1951). 

The rejection discloses all of the positively claimed bearing structure of the 
device. It therefore must also anticipate the intended function of the device disclosed in 
the preamble. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin Krause whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3012. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on 571-272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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